
This is my first and last newsletter article as OWANA Steering Com-
mittee chairperson.  There is great need to fill this position with someone 
who can bring this elected body together to carry out the membership’s 
business in the interest of the neighborhood as a whole.  The next group 
of leaders would be well served to study the history of Old West Austin 
and Castle Hill, Raymond Heights, and Clarksville within and to un-
derstand the history of the Old West Austin Neighborhood Association 
and its predecessors and partners in working to keep our neighborhood 
unique and vital.

Central to that history is the Old West Austin Neighborhood Plan, 
prepared by our neighbors with the assistance of City staff and adopted 
by the City Council in 2000. That plan includes action items to protect 
the character of the neighborhood through appropriate zoning, historic 
preservation, and compatibility standards. Part of that character is the 
diversity that we still have in spite of rising home prices because of our 
proximity to downtown. 

The Victorians, the craftsman bungalows, and the shotgun houses all 
contribute to the historic fabric of the neighborhood.  Even as these 
homes become affordable only to the few, the Clarksville Community 
Development Corporation (CCDC) continues to manage a number of 
residences for qualifying low-income families in Historic Clarksville. 
In this group of low-income houses, OWANA has the opportunity 
to make good on the action item in the neighborhood plan to support 
affordable housing and the entire neighborhood at the same time. Our 
annual fundraising should include such support in its goals.

OWANA needs leaders that understand our history and these issues and 
will build consensus around the public interest of the neighborhood and 
not just the private property interests of a few. We are only the current 
stewards of this community and must be conscientious about preserving 
it for the next generation.

Randy Hankamer
Chairperson
OWANA Steering Committee

From the Chair

RANDY HANKAMER 
Steering Committee Chair & 
Chair of Historic Preservation 
Committee
BEVERLY BROOKS, Secretary
DAVID APPLEWHITE, 
Treasurer
LAURA PORCARO, 
Zoning Committee Chair
LINDA MACNEILAGE
LARRY HALFORD
SARA KENNEDY
CHRIS SCHORRE
DAN GRAPPE 

In this Issue

OWANA Steering 
Committee

Mathews News		  2

National Night Out 	 3

Zoning Report		  4

December Agenda		  5

SC Candidates		  6



Mathews celebrated its 91st birthday this year and we’re having a great 
Fall.  Here are a few highlights:

The Mathews book fair will be Monday through Friday, Dec. 8-15, 
7:30am-4:30pm in the library.  Evening hours until 7:30pm on Wednes-
day, Dec. 10, and Thursday, Dec. 11.  This is a great opportunity to shop 
for books, posters, computer games, art kits and seasonal items without 
the holiday crowds.  And the Mathews library will receive 30% of the 
value of your purchases.

Mark your calendars for the Winter Concert on Thursday, December 11 
at 6:15pm – 7:15pm, led by the 6th grade band, orchestra and choir.

Octoberama, our fundraising carnival on November 1st, was a big suc-
cess.  Thank you to all our sponsors and those who attended, donated 
funds, goods, or time.  We certainly enjoyed visiting with the neighbors 
and the kids had a blast!  In case you missed the event and still want to 
donate, see www.octoberama.org.

We continue to monitor the developing plans for the Brackenridge Tract, 
particularly with regard to the UT Married Student Housing.  Reloca-
tion of the residents would dramatically impact our school, changing the 
international make-up of our student body, which is one of the things 
that makes Mathews Elementary such a special place.

We have launched www.mathews360.com as a dedicated school website, 
providing a way for Principal Amy Kincade and the PTA to stay in touch 
with the school and the community.  You can also find out about volun-
teer opportunities at Mathews and investigate our passive fundraising 
programs, such as HEB cards, Randall’s Grocery Stores, Target, Soup 
Peddler and more.

Prospective families are always welcome to visit Mathews.  Please contact 
Ruthann Rushing, Community Liaison, at 841-1516 to set up tours,  
appointments with Principal Amy Kinkade, as well as classroom visits.

MATHEWS FUND FOR 
EXCELLENCE

The Mathews Elementary Fund 
for Excellence is an endowment 
fund established by parents 
in 2005 to help Mathews be a 
“world-class elementary school 
for each of its students, teach-
ers, administrators, parents, and 
alumni.”  We are pleased to  
announce the following two 
initiatives:

1) The annual $1000 Excellence 
Award.  In its third year, the 
Excellence Award utilizes  
accumulated interest from dona-
tions to the endowment to fund 
a Mathews project. Previous 
awards have gone toward the con-
struction of a permanent sign in 
front of the school and to provide 
scholarships for a before-school 
language exploration program.  
The award will be announced at 
the “State of Mathews” meeting 
on March 26, 2009.  Applications 
may be submitted through March 
1, 2009 by faculty, staff, parents, 
or community members.

2) A $500 Scholarship Award to 
a graduating AISD senior who is 
a former Mathews student.  
Applications for the scholarship 
are due March 1, 2009.

For additional information on 
the initiatives and applications, 
or to learn how you can support 
the future of Mathews by making 
a contribution to the Mathews 
Elementary Fund for Excellence, 
contact Kim O’Brien at 480-9648 
or email MathewsFE@aol.com

MATHEWS ELEMENTARY NEWS
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Our Old West Austin and Clarksville Neighborhoods joined with thou-
sands of communities nationwide on October 7, 2008 to participate in 
the 25th Annual ‘National Night Out.’

APD officers, EMS, local firefighters and Austin Code Enforcement 
officials met neighbors at five different outdoor parties.  The evening’s 
events were designed to promote crime prevention awareness and to 
strengthen our police - community partnership.
 
Local street and park parties were organized by Greg and Veryan 
Thompson, Laura Porcaro, Jim Kaighin, Lorri Michel, Susie Thorn, 
Tracen Gardner and Sara Kennedy.

Detective Kevin Covington, our APD DTAC District Representative, 
wrote after the event that “I have never seen five parties in OWANA for 
NNO.  Please pass on my sincere thanks to all that got involved, and 
let’s continue to work towards getting more involved.  I look forward 
to working with you on any problems that may come up in the future 
(Let’s hope there are NONE), but it they do, please know that I will 
always be there to help.” 

OWANA encourages neighbors to come together again in 2009 to hold 
even more local parties, sending the message that we are all working 
together to prevent crime and keep our neighborhoods safe.

Kevin Covington can be reached at P.O. Box 689001, Austin, Texas 
78768-9001, 512-974-9774, kevin.covington@ci.austin.tx.us.

Neighbors who want to help in the planning of 2009 National Night 
Out events should contact Sara Kennedy at clinton280@aol.com.

National Night Out

Art on 5th Gallery 
1501 W 5th St, Suite A 
www.arton5th.com

Alite Laser 
1412 W 6th St 
www.alitelaser.com

Anthony’s Fireplace & Patio 
1009 W 6th St, Ste. 140 
www.anthonyspatio.com

Anthony’s Laundry &  
Dry Cleaning 
1113 West Lynn

Austin Galleries 
1219 W 6th St 
www.austingalleries.com

Bella Salon & Spa 
bellasalon.citysearch.com

Bellina’s Beauty Bar 
1114 W 5th St

Ben’s Workshop 
410 Pressler St 
www.bensworkshop.com

Bosse & Turner 
606 Blanco St 
www.btaustin.com

Brava House Bed & Breakfast 
1108 Blanco St 
www.bravahouse.com

By George 
524 North Lamar 
www.bygeorgeaustin.com

Café Josie 
1200-B W 6th St 
www.cafejosie.com

Calendar Girls 
613 Blanco St 
www.austincalendargirls.com

Cipollina West Austin Bistro 
1213 West Lynn St 
www.cipollina-austin.com

Clement’s Paint & Decorating 
1211 W 6th St 
www.clementspaint.com

Coby Neal & Beth O’Reilly - The 
Flower Studio 
1406 W 6th St 
www.cobyneal.com

Collected Letters 
PO Box 50274

Compass Bank 
1717 W 6th St 
www.compassbank.com

Cowgirls & Flowers 
508 Walsh 
www.cowgirlsandflowers.com

Creekside Whole Health Center 
www.ekubala.com/location.htm

Business List
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809 Baylor Street  
Zoning received a notice of public hearing for a variance for an existing third 
unit to be extensively remodeled on the SF3 zoned lot to accommodate a living 
space that is currently uninhabitable. Instead of fighting this out at the Board 
of Adjustment Public Hearing, the neighbors and the owner choose to meet 
with Zoning and come up with a satisfactory compromise. Zoning, seven 
nearby neighbors, and the owner met to review plans. It was unanimous by the 
neighbors to oppose the plans due to: inadequate street parking, blocked views, 
roots of registered tree were vulnerable, density of lot does not have adequate 
off-street parking, etc... The owner decided to CANCEL the variance request 
and instead would alter his plans to remodel within COA code and neighbors 
suggestions. This is a positive example of OWANA Zoning being involved in a 
neighborhood conflict situation and facilitating a resolution that everyone has 
found acceptable and potentially impacted neighbors are delighted with. New 
plans to be forwarded to Zoning and nearby neighbors will be contacted once 
submitted.

1408-1410 W. 9th Street (Saint Francis Church) 
Previous owner, who donated the properties to the church, met with Zoning 
to discuss expanding the church and demolishing the non-contributing duplex 
to the East of the church to accommodate the addition. The previous owner 
also has under contract the property adjacent to the dog park. Many nearby 
neighbors met with Zoning to discuss opposition to the expansion due to 
street parking issues. A meeting will take place with the Priest, previous owner, 
and Zoning on November 20th to discuss options since opposition has been 
expressed.

Received notice that a realtor is marketing 4 homes and 1 church (3 are con-
tributing) as “Rare Infill Multifamily/Town home site for 2.2 million. Many 
nearby neighbors are in opposition. Wrote to realtor to inform them of the 
contributing structures. This site is within the boundaries of the proposed local 
historic district of Terrace Park. Met with previous owner who donated the 
five homes to the church and she wants the church and surrounding 
homes saved. She showed us designs to enlarge the church, but the 
congregation has plans for another property with more land. Previ-
ous owner claims first right to counter any offers within 30 days. No 
response from realtors.

South Side of Railroad Tracks from Paul St. to Orchard St. 
Zoning met with developers to walk the property and talk about 
preliminary ideas for residential use for the area. Ideas were dis-
cussed, but nothing concrete has been proposed to date.

The Pleiades Condominiums on Enfield 
A new developer has the project under contract. Zoning met with 
the developer to gauge the group’s feelings about the project and told 
the association he plans to repair damage to it and complete it as 
rental units.

First State Bank, which provided the financing for Pleiades to its 
former developer, Bolter Corp., foreclosed on the property in the last 
few months and owns a portion of the property, says Boone Alman-
za, a lawyer who represented the project’s initial designer-builder, 
Qmet Building Co. LLC.

915 Lamar BLVD (Emerald 
City Press; east side of Lamar) 
The BOA voted to postpone their 
decision until December to give the 
owner a chance to exhaust all of her 
options to rent off-site parking. She 
is now requesting a variance for 7 
parking spaces. A BOA commis-
sioner requested that the business 
owners cease the fight against this 
business owner and urged them 
to take a “let’s all get along” posi-
tion. Next hearing is scheduled for 
December 8th.

The Board of Adjustment hear-
ing was postponed by the owner of 
Emerald City and will be heard on 
November 10th. Zoning met with 
owner to see if we could facilitate a 
meeting between the parties, but no 
compromise was met .

The hearing was conducted on 
September 8th, but a decision was 
made to postpone ruling to a second 
hearing scheduled for October 13..  
OWANA will be at the hearing to 
make sure all parties are honest with 
our “no position” stance since the 
coffee shop is outside of OWANA’s 
boundaries. 
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OWANA General Membership Annual Meeting
Tuesday, December 2, 2008

7:00pm to 9:00pm
(Registration and socializing: 6:45pm – 7:00pm)

Mathews Elementary School Cafeteria
906 West Lynn

Agenda
I.		  Call to Order: Randy Hankamer, 7:00pm (We will start promptly at 7:00pm.)

II.		  Approve September 9, 2008, Minutes: Beverly Brooks, 7:00 – 7:05pm

III. 		 Nominations for and Election of 2009 Steering Committee: Linda MacNeilage, 7:05 – 7:50pm
		  A.	 List of nominees presented to the membership, 7:05 – 7:10pm
		  B. 	 Nominations from the floor, 7:10 – 7:15pm
		  C. 	 Two-minute introductions by each nominee, 7:15 – 7:45pm
		  D. 	 Voting (You must be an OWANA member in good standing and a resident within the  
			   OWANA boundaries to vote.), 7:45 – 7:50pm

IV. 		 Dog Park and Leash Law Enforcement: Randy Hankamer, 7:50 – 8:00pm

V. 		  Outdoor Amplified Sound Discussion: Randy Hankamer, 8:00 – 8:10pm

VI. 	 Vote on Neighborhood Historic District Signage: Chris Schorre, 8:10 – 8:15pm

VII. 	 Report on National Night Out: Sara Kennedy, 8:15 – 8:20pm

VIII. 	 Donation to Clarksville Community Development Corporation: Randy Hankamer, 8:20 – 8:25pm

IX. 	 Austin Neighborhood Council and West End Alliance Association Reports: Paul Seals, 8:25–8:30pm

X. 		  Committee Reports (updates since publication of current newsletter) 8:30 – 8: 45pm
		  A.	 Zoning Committee, Laura Porcaro
		  B. 	 Historic Preservation Committee, Randy Hankamer
		  C. 	 Public Safety and Transportation, Larry Halford / Richard McCown
		  D. 	 Parks Committee, Larry Halford

XI. 	 Treasurer’s Report: David Applewhite, 8:50 – 8:55pm

XII. 	 Hiring vs. Electing a Parliamentarian and Other Business: Randy Hankamer, 8:55 – 9:00pm

XIII. 	 Announcement of 2009 Steering Committee Election and Adjournment: Randy Hankamer, 9:00pm

EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE 2009 STEERING COMMITTEE TO ELECT OFFICERS  
AMONG THEMSELVES IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ADJOURNMENT OF  

THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.
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Returning
David Applewhite
Beverly Brooks
Larry Halford
Sara Kennedy
Linda MacNeilage
Laura Porcaro

Candidates for the 2009 OWANA 
Steering Committee

New, Served 
Previously
Richard McCown
Paul Seals
Jean Stevens

New, Never Served
Christine Buendel
Tracen Gardner
Christopher Rankin
Kurt Sauer
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INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBERSHIPS
OWANA is open to all with an 
interest in the OWA area. All 
members receive the neighborhood- 
renown quarterly newsletter, the 
OWANA OWL. 

Individual membership dues are 
$20/year or $50 for three years. 
Memberships of residents within the 
OWANA area bring voting rights to 
2 household individuals. 

Simply complete this Individual 
Membership form: 
www.owana.org/join/OWANA_
Resident_Membership_ 
Application.pdf  
 
Mail it to OWANA / PO Box 2724 
/ Austin TX 78768-2724  

BUSINESS 
MEMBERSHIPS 
Becoming an OWANA Business 
Member shows support for pre-
serving the vitality and character 
of the neighborhood that is shared 
by individual OWANA members, 
and can benefit your business with 
advertising in the OWANA OWL 
Newsletter. 
 
Learn about Business Membership 
Benefits at 
www.owana.org/join/OWANA 
Business Membership Letter.pdf 
 
Learn about Business Membership 
Levels and ad rates for the OWA-
NA Owl newsletter at 
www.owana.org/join/OWANA 
Owl biz member ad rates.pdf  
 
Simply complete the Business Mem-
bership form at  
www.owana.org/join/OWANA 
Business Membership  
Application.pdf.  

Questions? 
Contact Sara Kennedy 
clinton280@aol.com

Animal Pickup (DOA) 
530-2242
Animal Pickup (stray/injured) 
972-6060
Austin Utility Emergency  
(Water) 972-1000
Barking Dogs, Noise 3-1-1
Cars, Abandoned 280-0075
Child Abuse Unit 834-3890
City of Austin Switchboard  
974-2000
City Clerk 974-2210
Code & Ordinance Research 
974-2210
Garbage Collection 494-9400
Landfill 243-1200
Litter/Dumping in a Lot/Yard 
494-9400
Parks Maintenance 440-5150
Sidewalks/Right of Way  
Blockage 974-2217
Solid Waste Services 494-9400
Streetlight Problems 505-7617
Street Signs 457-4850
Traffic Markings 457-4889
Traffic Signals 974-7129
Tree Branches in Road 440-5150
Turn Signal Neglect 414-0000
Weed and Litter Control  
494-9400
Water Waste 974-2199
Zoning Code Enforcement  
974-6576

Helpful NumbersJOIN OWANA 

OWANA ONLINE
OWANA web site 
www.owana.org

OWANA Yahoo Group 
www.yahoo.com/

OWANA Neighborhood Plan 
www.owana.org/documents/ 
neighborhood_plan_62900.pdf

City of Austin 
www.cityofaustin.org

We’re always looking for story ideas 
for upcoming issues of the Owl and the 
OWANA web site. 

Please contact Christopher Rankin at 
crankin@bigcheckfactory.com if you’d 
like to contribute. 



At the Steering Commit-
tee meeting WEAA and 
Emerald City each pre-
sented their side. Emerald 
City is trying to secure 
20 additional parking 
spaces from Cheapo 
Discs across the street for 
a one-year lease.  As of 
this date a compromise 
has not been reached. OWANA did not take a position and we encouraged 
WEAA and Emerald City to reach a compromise. 

Received email notification from WEAA to gather OWANA support to 
OPPOSE the variance request to decrease the minimum off-street parking 
requirement from 40 spaces to 9 in order to change the use of the building to 
create a restaurant use with 1000 sq ft of outdoor seating. Also received email 
notification from owner of ECP to gain OWANA support IN FAVOR of the 
variance. Will hear presentations by WEAA and Emerald City at the August 
4th Steering Committee meeting.

The Board of Adjustment postponed the hearing, based on the applicants 
wishes, to be heard on November 10th.

801 Highland Ave (Blondie Pharr Home)  
Nearby neighbors and the owner worked out a compromise that included 
off-street garages for the three structures, prior to the City Council Hearing. 
Council ruled for Historic Zoning on this first pass. City Council will hear the 
case on November 20th for a final decision. 

Neighbors and Zoning met with the owner at the COA Preservation Depart-
ment to hear the new plans for the lot. Nothing was changed and he is still 
going to fight for the variances (see below). City Council hears the Historic 
Zoning case on November 6th.

Met with the new owner (previously was the “proposed buyer”) several times 
and he is offering to support H Zoning for the home if we do not oppose 5 
variance requests (4 additional variances) in return. He is seeking non-opposi-
tion to these variances: 

Exceed square footage requirements by 3500sq ft1.	
Exceed height limit by 3 feet on all three structures2.	
Allow for third story on all three structures 3.	
Decrease from 10 feet to 8.5 feet in between each home4.	
Decrease front yard setback by 6 feet.5.	

We will be meeting the week of October 6th to see if we can find a compromise 
prior to City Council meeting on October 16th.

The owner postponed the case twice in September because the nearby neigh-
bors did not agree with his variance requests. Still negotiating with the owner, 
but City Council will hear the case on October 16.

38 nearby neighbors are now in support of Historic Zoning as well as sup-
porting the LHD of Terrace Park (formerly Highland Terrace). The City 
neglected to mail out the public hearing notices, so the hearings are postponed 
until August 12th and 14th. The proposed buyer is closing on the property and 
now wants to negotiate with the neighbors for a variance to request 8.5 feet in 
between three homes instead of the required 10 feet. In return he will not demo 
the Pharr Home, rehab it, and place two prefabricated homes next to it for a 
total of four units.

Dynamic Reprographics 
1002 W 12th St 
www.dynamicreprographics.com 

El Arroyo 
1624 W 5th St 
www.ditch.com

Evan Williams 
524 N Lamar

Extraordinaire 
500 North Lamar, #190

F8 Fine Art Gallery 
1202-A W 6th St 
www.f8fineart.com

Fortney’s Artful Home Furnishings 
1116 W 6th St

Fresh Plus 
1221 West Lynn 

Gables Residential 
6850 Austin Center Blvd. Suite 200 
www.gables.com

Galaxy Café 
1000 West Lynn St 
www.galaxycafeaustin.com

Gentry Custom Frames 
1200 W 5th St 
www.gentrycustomframes.com

Haven Gallery & Fine Gifts 
1122 W 6th St 
www.havengalleryaustin.com

Hemisphere by Whit Hanks 
1009 W 6th St 
www.hemisphereaustin.com

Howl Interiors 
603 Baylor St

J. Pinnelli Company 
1507 W 6th St 
www.pinnelli.com

Jean-Marc Fray French Antiques 
1009 W 6th St, Ste. 102 
www.jeanmarcfray.com

Jeffrey’s Restaurant & Bar 
1204 W. Lynn Street 
www.jeffreysofaustin.com

Land Rover Austin 
1515 W 5th St 
www.landroveraustin.com 

Linda Asaf Design 
1405 W 6th St 
www.lindaasaf.com

Lotus Gallery 
1211 W 6th St 
www.lotusasianart.com

Marc Burckhardt Paintings and Prints 
www.marcart.net

Namaste Balanced Fitness 
1004 Elm St 
www.namastebalancedfitness.com

Business List
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19 nearby neighbors showed up in 
support of Historic Zoning, but the 
HLC did not have a super major-
ity on 6/23, so a vote could not be 
taken. The HLC called a special June 
30th meeting to hear the case again 
and voted unanimously for Historic 
Zoning. The case will be heard at 
the July 22nd Planning Commission 
and July 24th City Council.

Historic Landmark Commission 
voted to initiate historic zoning. 
This home’s location is central to the 
proposed Local Historic District, 
Highland Terrace, which the neigh-
borhood is working on to submit an 
application to the City. The HLC 
will do their due diligence and vote 
on the June 23rd meeting.

Developer and proposed buyer 
applied for a demolition permit 
for this contributing historic single 
family home to be heard at the 
Historic Landmark Commission 
Public Hearing on May 19, 2008.  

The property is zoned MF4 and buyer wants to place a condo regime with two 
pre-fabricated homes with an extra unit on the bottom floor for a total of three 
units on the lot in lieu of a single family home. Nearby neighbors are opposing 
the demo permit and are supporting Historic Zoning.

1307 W. 10th St. 
Board of Adjustment meeting will be on November 10th for the garage apart-
ment variances.  The owner made some minor changes to the plans to fit with 
the McMansion ordinance, but it is still within the footprint of the current 
carport.  The only addition is adding the external stairs.  They will be remov-
ing a stone patio and a concrete slab to actually decrease the overall impervious 
coverage from start to finish. Nearby neighbors still give support and we will 
not oppose his variance requests.

Owner currently working with City on final plans. Members of the OWANA 
Zoning Committee met with Bob Atkins, one of the owners, about the pos-
sibility of an accessory apartment where the carport is currently located.  The 
proposal would require 3 variances regarding setbacks and lot size.  The owner 
has already presented his plans to the neighbors who have all given their ap-
proval to the project.  The proposal was presented to the OWANA Steering 
Committee in February, who voted not to oppose the variances as presented on 
the condition the final drawings were to be presented to the OWANA Zoning 
Committee for approval and that there were no major changes to the size and 
height of the structure.  

1206 Lorrain Street 
In July, 2007, the current owners of the property applied for a demolition per-
mit.  Because this structure is listed as a contributing 1940 domestic Art Mod-

erne in the West Line National Register of Historic 
Designation, both the OWANA Zoning and Land 
Use Committee and nearby neighbors felt that it was 
extremely important to work towards the preservation 
of this duplex.

The Historic Landmark Commission heard the case 
in November, 2007, and voted 6-0 for historic designa-
tion. The Planning Commission hearing was in Janu-
ary, 2008, and they, too, voted for historic designation.

Through this process we have met with the owner’s 
agent, Dennis Ku, on several occasions to discuss the 
preservation of the home and potential projects for 
this site should the historic landmark designation 
be denied.  At our last meeting, Mr. Ku presented 
plans indicating that the historic structure will not be 
demolished and will be converted from a duplex to a 
single-family residence.  

However, the owners would like to demolish the 
existing garage (due to its deteriorated condition) and 
remove the wooden rear addition to the duplex.  It is 
our understanding that the demolition of the garage 
and the add-on will not affect the historic value of 
the structure.  OWANA did not oppose the limited 
demolition request. OWANA will continue to follow 
the process on this project.
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Phoenix Motor Works 
1127 W 6th St 
www.phoenixmotorworks.com

Portabla 
1200 W 6th St 
www.portabla.com

Positive Images 
1118 W 6th St 
www.positiveimages.com

Salon Muse 
1013 West Lynn

Smithers Furniture Refinishing 
507 Walsh

Sophie’s Nest 
1126 1/2 W 6th St 
www.videosomething.com

Sweetish Hill Bakery 
1120 W 6th St 
www.sweetishhill.com

Texas Rowing Center 
1541 W. Cesar Chavez St 
www.texasrowingcenter.com

Third Base 
1717 W 6th St, Suite 210R 
www.thirdbaseaustin.com

Tipler’s Lamp Shop 
1204 W 5th

Vitali Salon 
1511 W 6th St 
www.vitalisalon.com

West Lynn Veterinary Clinic 
709 West Lynn St 
www.westlynnvet.com

WestSide Group Real Estate 
1616 W 6th St, Suite #10 
www.wsgaustin.com

Whole Body Studio 
1619 W 6th St 
www.austin-massage-therapy.com

Whole Earth Provision Company 
1014 N Lamar Blvd 
www.wholeearthprovision.com

Wink Restaurant & Wine Bar 
1014 N. Lamar Blvd. Suite E 
www.winkrestaurant.com

Zocalo Café 
1110 West Lynn St 
www.zocalocafe.com

Z’ Tejas Southwestern Grill 
1110 W 6th St 
www.ztejas.com 

1701 Enfield Road 
We met with the owners in 2007 to discuss their plans for demolition and 
replacing a contributing historic four-plex with a new four-plex, but the designs 
were not favored by nearby neighbors. In September of 2008, after hiring a 
new architect and three iterations later, the owners have come up with a design 
that is timeless and is more in keeping with the architecture of that area of the 
neighborhood and no longer has opposition from the near neighbors. The new 
design clearly reflects many of the elements we strive for in our neighborhood 
plan. Because the owners considered and incorporated many of our suggested 
design guidelines, there was no opposition to the demolition permit.
1610 14th Street 
Received a Notice of Public Hearing in September for a demolition permit and 
building permit. Met with the new owner, looked at his plans to demo a non-
contributing house that has been sitting vacant on the market for 2 years. Plans 
for a single-family home represented the architectural style of the neighborhood 
and were approved by the city’s Historic Preservation department. There was no 
opposition from neighbors, therefore OWANA did not oppose the demolition 
permit. 

1300 Block of Woodlawn, Adjacent to 1631 Palma Plaza 
Members of the Zoning Committee, CCDC, and adjacent neighbors met 
with the owners in September to discuss the current proposal for the property 
located on the corner of Waterston, Woodlawn and Palma Plaza.  The new 
plans indicate that the project has been reduced to 4 duplex units, including the 
existing structure on Palma Plaza.  The new plans indicate that the owners are 
complying with the Restrictive Covenant.  Should the pre-sale of the units be 
successful, the owners hope to begin building in early 2009. Redesign of plans is 
currently taking place. 

The Castle Project 
Met with architects to view plans for the town homes and hear variance re-
quests. Each town home will be 1500-2100 sq ft and the 24 units may decrease 
to 22 units. They are asking for variances for: pool, yard fence, stone patios, and 
awnings on patio. We advised they seek nearby neighbor approval. Received 
copies of proposed building design and materials to be used. The restoration of 
the Castle is near completion and it looks beautiful!

1107 W. 10th Street 
The BOA approved the setback variance. OWANA did not take a position, so 
this case will CLOSE.

Received letter from nearby neighbors in support of his waiver. RDCC voted 
to give him his FARR waiver on July 7th. Received new notice for a variance to 
decrease the minimum front street setback from 25 feet to 21 feet in order to 
erect the second story addition. BOA on August 11th will hear case. No neigh-
bors oppose and we will not oppose.

Owner called ZC to set meeting because he needed a FARR waiver. It was 
brought to his attention that his second story would pull his home out of con-
tributing status and could he add on to the back half instead of the front half? 
He did not want to revise his plans and we did not oppose him on his FARR.

Received notice for building permit and phoned the owner to meet three times. 
No return call. May 19th HLC viewed plans for second story addition that did 
not meet the setback criteria from the NRHD design standards, but HLC 
granted the permit anyway. No nearby neighbors opposed and we did not oppose. 
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700 Oakland Ave 
Property is still sitting vacant and boarded up with no activity.

Nearby Oakland neighbors gathered after the June 3rd GM to oppose the vari-
ance due to traffic and safety issues. We met with the owner and asked if he’d 
consider off-street parking since there is none and he is doubling the number of 
bedrooms in his duplex from 2 to 4. We asked for off-street parking required 
if they granted the variance. BOA voted to approve the variance and acknowl-
edged parking issues on Oakland and hoped the owner might consider purchas-
ing the vacant street for parking, but no conditions were met. Owner agreed to 
look into off-street parking days after the hearing.

Received notice of variance request to decrease side setback from 15 to 12.7 feet.

1115 Enfield 
No contact from proposed buyer and no activity on the property.

Planning commission on June 29th voted to release partial demo permit with 
conditions to: restore the original terrace and go back 15 feet to keep structure 
on east and west side of house.

Met with the proposed developer/buyer and he agreed to a partial demo permit 
and will add on to the back of the home with three units in condo regime style. 
This contributing single-family use home is zoned MF4.

Received notice for demolition permit on April 18, 2008. We contacted the 
owner and applicant, but never got a call back to discuss. As a result, we at-
tempted to postpone the demo permit only to be told (in writing) “the City has 
60 days in which to act upon a demo permit request, so it is doubtful the case 
will be postponed unless the applicant agrees to such postponement.”  The HLC 
Chair wrote back “the code regulations under which the HLC operates states we 
must take action on demolition permit applications within a set number of days, 

or the permit is defacto granted”.  We 
did not oppose the permit, but it has 
been “initiated” for Historic Zoning 
from the HLC on April 28 and will 
be heard at the public hearing on for 
the Planning Commission on May 
19.

1509 Enfield 
Not active. No contact from pro-
posed developers.

Contributing historic house on 
market for one year with no activity. 
Owner wants to sell to developers 
who want to build 11 properties 
where four now stand. They already 
obtained three demo permits from 
the City on the adjacent properties 
last year. We met with the develop-
ers and they proposed Pemberton 
type properties of nine SF and one 
Duplex with entrance off of Palma 
Plaza. They applied for a demo 
permit on April 18, 2008. We did 
not oppose it. They received their 
demo permit, however they want to 
meet with us again to discuss plans 
further.
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