OWANA STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES OCTOBER 1, 2007

I. With a quorum present, the meeting was called to order by Chair, Paul Seals at 7:00 pm.

II. The minutes from the September regular steering committee meeting were approved unanimously with a correction that $7,500 be authorized to be spent at Mary Baylor Park from the Rolling Stones Concert. The minutes of the September 21, 2007 special meeting of the steering committer were approved unanimously.

III. Update on the Castle project by Jean Stevens. She presented restrictive covenant that would executed and made suggested changes: 1) Tract 2 would follow OWANA design standards or take them into account. There would be a letter of understanding to demolish the pink house as soon as possible and keep duplex rented until the property is redeveloped. 2) No alley access east of the Castle. 3) Units will be designed as town homes rather than apartments for tract 3. 4) Tract 3 will never be zoned more intensive than MF4. 5) Tract 5 will have no more than 28 units. Motion made to approve restrictive covenant with changes made and referenced on Laura’s draft and letter agreement regarding our position with zoning changes and incorporation of neighborhood specific input regarding lighting. Motion carried unanimously, with one abstention.

IV. Update on trees by David Art. Oct 27 volunteers will tag doors. Nov. 3 treed delivered and planted. 

V. Historic Preservation. Lanmark commission voted to approve first Historic District. It will now go to the planning commission. 

Membership. No updates.

Fundraising. No updates.

Zoning and land use. 708 Lamar - Design process has started. 609 West Lynn – Developer wants to build massive structure that dwarfs existing house – 4 stories parking garage, mixed retail and office. Motion made that this project is not appropriate for the neighborhood because it’s too intensive. Motion passed unanimous. 1701 Enfield – owner wants to demolish and build modern townhouses. 905 Teresa – Commission granted partial demo but now house is entirely demolished. City of Austin lawsuit over house on 9th Street-Nadeau. Motion to authorize dismissal of lawsuit. Motion carried unanimously.

Traffic & Safety. Discussion of various issues took place.

Parks. Dan presented proposed layout for brick for Town Lake Park Foundation. Suggestion made “Old West Austin OWANA.org” on the brick. 

V. West Austin Alliance meeting report by Laura Morrison. 

VI. Old West Austin Neighborhood Plan Contact Team Report VMU application will be the next thing coming up, but no dates yet.

VII. Austin Neighborhood council report by Laura Morrison.

VIII. Update on animal shelter lawsuit by Lorri Michel. Council to vote on moving shelter on Oct 11th.

IX. Treasurer’s Report. By Dan Grappe. 

OWANA Treasure’s Report 10/02/07

      General Funds Account - 17,226.13

       Fundraising Account  -    35,578.63

    253.05      undesignated 

    5195.79       Branding

   30,129.79     Zoning

Legal Account - Sub Account of Zoning- 2,945.4 

Dan suggested moving money to interest bearing account. Motion made to transfer money to Guaranty Bank with attached checking. Motion carried unanimously.

Website. No update.

Other administrative issues – David Art has dollars for doers to accept donation from David must be dedicated to parks.

X. Other business. Paul Seals invited post ACC festival feedback. Nothing much reported SC and all went pretty well. There should be more free water. Crossing at El Arroyo is dangerous at 10:30 after concerts.

Dan suggests we get bumper stickers and get suggestions for bumper stickers in newsletter. Motion to authorize $50.00 for gift certificate for winner as decided by general membership. Passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

